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NIE states, Iraq is now in a civil war
and worse. That is not a battle that
U.S. troops can win. Only the Iraqis
can. The President’s plan clearly is not
designed to bring our troops home. Nor
is he being honest about its costs or
the numbers of men and women who
will be sent to Iraq in this escalation.

My respect for Senator ENSIGN is not
diminished by this misunderstanding.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
am very concerned that the continuing
resolution does not adequately support
our Armed Forces at this critical time.
Our military commanders tell me that
the resolution passed by the House of
Representatives could deprive our
bases of $3.1 billion of crucial Federal
funding. I am particularly concerned
about the nearly $375 million of BRAC
funding that is supposed to go to Fort
Leavenworth and Fort Riley. As a
member of the Military Construction
Appropriations Subcommittee, I sup-
port the Hutchinson-Inhofe amendment
to reinstate the $3.1 billion for BRAC
that will be lost in the current version
of the continuing resolution.

Several of Fort Riley and Fort
Leavenworth’s projects are in jeopardy
unless full funding is restored, includ-
ing: the Regional Correctional Facility
at Fort Leavenworth, the Battle Com-
mand Training Center at Fort Riley,
the Child Development Center at Fort
Riley, Fort Riley’s Consolidated Sol-
dier and Family Medical Clinic, Fort
Riley runway improvements, phase I of
the Combat Aviation Brigade complex,
and the increment 2 of the First Divi-
sion headquarters construction.

Unless we correct this problem in the
continuing resolution, it will have a
domino effect on future BRAC funding,
which will be detrimental to our oper-
ations around the world. Fort Riley is
a good example. First Division soldiers
from Fort Riley continue to deploy in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Fort Riley trains the soldiers who will
embed with both Afghan and Iraqi
forces. Right now, Fort Riley has
enough soldiers deployed overseas that
it can manage base operations. But as
one Fort Riley official put it a few
weeks ago, world peace is Fort Riley’s
worst nightmare: if all the soldiers
come home, there is no place to house
them all. We need to fund BRAC prior-
ities to stay on schedule and make sure
the appropriations process in the Sen-
ate does not adversely affect the abil-
ity of our Armed Forces to execute
their missions.

We cannot afford to play games with
military construction  funds. We
worked hard last year to write good
legislation that funded key priorities.
That funding should be restored. All of
us come to the floor pledging to sup-
port the men and women of our Armed
Forces. Our promises of support will
ring hollow if we fail to turn our words
into action. We need to restore full
funding to military construction in
this continuing resolution.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. We are still
in morning business, I believe.

———

CLARIFYING A STATEMENT ON
IRAQ

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I earlier
came to the floor and spoke of a state-
ment made on the Senate floor by Sen-
ator ENSIGN. I misread my notes for
that statement. I want to clarify that
Senator ENSIGN did, in fact, quote me
accurately when he said that I had
made a statement:

If we need initially some troops in Bagh-
dad, for example, to quiet the situation,
make it more peaceful so that our soldiers
start coming home, then I would accept it.

That, in fact, was a statement that I
had made. The point I would like to
make at this moment is, that was part
of a longer interview. In the longer
interview I raised questions about
whether this would be part of a strat-
egy to bring our troops home. That has
been my position consistently.

My feeling was, if, as we move
troops—we recently moved troops—
into Baghdad to protect that city, try-
ing to bring peace to it so our troops
could come home, I could understand
that. But I believe today, as I believed
when I made that statement, that
whatever movement of troops we would
make would have to be with the clear
understanding that our troops were
coming home.

I apologize if my earlier statement
suggested that Senator ENSIGN had said
something different. He did accurately
quote me, but the quote that he used
did not accurately reflect my feeling
on the entire situation.

I want to make that clear to Senator
ENSIGN. As I said when I finished my
remarks, my feelings for him are not
diminished and my feelings that this
war should end and our troops should
come home soon are not diminished ei-
ther.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida). Without objection, it is
so0 ordered.

The

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT RANDY MATHENY
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to
express my sympathy over the loss of
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United States Army National Guard
SGT Randy Matheny of Nebraska. Ser-
geant Matheny was killed in Baghdad
when an improvised explosive device
detonated next to the vehicle he was
in. He was 20 years old.

Sergeant Matheny was part of a
close-knit family in McCook, NE. A
2004 graduate of McCook High School,
Sergeant Matheny is remembered as a
quiet but likable young man who en-
joyed learning about auto technology
and computers.

Following in the footsteps of two
older siblings, he joined the Army in
March, 2005 as a heavy-vehicle driver.
His sister, Karen, is currently serving
her second tour with the Army Na-
tional Guard in Iraq. His brother, Paul,
is a private first class in the regular
Army. Sergeant Matheny had been
serving in Iraq with the 1074th Trans-
portation Company since early fall.
We’re proud of Sergeant Matheny’s
service to our country as well as the
service of thousands of brave Ameri-
cans who are currently serving in Iraq.

In addition to his brother and sister,
Sergeant Matheny is survived by his
father Gary Matheny; his mother Jan
Collins, and her husband Duane Col-
lins; and stepsisters Kori Collins and
Laci Ingels.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
all Americans in honoring Sergeant
Randy Matheny.

——————

MAYORS UNITE TO FIGHT GUN
VIOLENCE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 23, over 50 members of Mayors
Against Illegal Guns met in Wash-
ington, DC, for the coalition’s 2007 Na-
tional Summit. Mayors from 27 States
and the District of Columbia shared
practices and strategies, discussed the
importance of forging alliances with
gun owners, and united in opposition to
laws that restrict cities’ access to, and
use of, gun trace data. They also heard
the results of a bipartisan national poll
which shows strong support for tougher
enforcement of existing gun laws and
common sense provisions to prevent
and solve crimes.

The original group of 15 mayors first
met in April 2006 in New York City,
where they pledged to seek the involve-
ment of up to 50 mayors from around
the country. By early June 2006, 52
mayors had joined the coalition. With-
in a few days following the conclusion
of the 2007 summit, 31 additional may-
ors from across the Nation joined the
coalition. The coalition currently in-
cludes 154 mayors from 44 States and
the District of Columbia.

As cochair of the coalition, New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg de-
scribed this growth by saying:

Our coalition is growing because—as the
national summit showed—mayors of both
parties are committed to doing more to keep
illegal guns off the street, which threaten
the safety of our citizens, especially our po-
lice officers. The 31 new mayors joining the
ranks of our coalition demonstrate that mo-
mentum is building for our effort to crack
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